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REUNION 90 - BACK TO ROOTS 


The Violette Family Reunion - 1990 
‘opened in Grand Falls, New Brunswick on 
Friday, August 3rd, as Violettes from 
New England and the Maritimes and from 
as far away as California and Florida 
‘came to share “cousinship". Many warm 
moments were shared as people saw 
others that perhaps they had not seen 
since the last reunion, and the excited 
laughs and hugs were infectious to all, 
Rogistration and all events were held at 
the Grand Falls Sports Complex, which 
was spacious enough to meet all our 
needs. The graciousness of our co-hosts 
= Roger (#820) and Edwina (#821) 
Violatte and Robert (#1001) and Syivi 
(#1002) Violette - and their "cousins 
who helped was appreciated by all. Jean 
Maro (#908) and Marietta (#909) Violette 
were among those who made the reunion 
a success. Thoy planned wall, for the 
progrem and planned events were 
enjoyed by all, Grand Falls should be 
proud of its hospitality and charm. 


Our treasurer reported that we closed 
after the 1987 rounion with a balance of 
$4279.08 in our account, and had 
expenses of $2248.80 and income of 
$1547.84 since. This leaves a balance 
before this reunion of $3578.12, $1000 
was used as seed money for Reunion 80, 
which will be returned from net proceeds 
after the reunion accounts have been 
settled. 


New officers were alected to serve the 
Association for the next three years - see 
that report elsewhere in the newsletter. 
Tha previous officers: Carolyn Violette 
Corbin (#509) of Winslow, Maine 
(President), Theresa Violette Poulin 
(#105) of South Portland, Maine (Vice 
President), Irene Violette Petit (#10) of 
Hudson Falls, New York (Secretary), and 
John Violette (#716) of Saco, Maine 


(Treasuren).... were honored with rounds 
of thanks and applause for their services 
to our family over the last three years. 
Rita Violotte Lippé (#1) of Methuen, 
Massachusetts was also honored as the 
one who started the Association going 
and for her genealogical work. Maurice 
Violette (#14) of Augusta, Maine was 
also honored for his family history 
delving. 


At the banquet, recognition was given to 
people in many special categories: 


The oldest fomale present was Annie 
Violette Aubut (#364) of Grand Falls, 
96 years old! 


The oldest male was Placide Violette 
(#184) from Florida, 85. 


‘The youngest female was Maegan 
Florian of Plantsville, Connecticut, at 2 
years, one month, 


The youngest male was Philson S. 
Kempton of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia - 
four weeks old! 


The couple present who had been 
married the longest was Oneil (#1334) 
and Rosaline (#1335) Violette of 
Meriden, Connecticut, marriad for 59 
years. Their family also had the 
largest representation present - Oneil 
and Rosaline and six of their children. 
attended the Reunion. 


Tho most recently married were 
Philson P. Kempton and Tracy 
Nicholson Kempton of Dartmouth, 
Nove Scotia, who were married on 17 
February 1990. 


Most attendoas travelled from the 
New England states and the Maritime 
provinces, but some came from much 
further away to join in the fun. Bob 


(#370) and Elise (#369) Violette 
Tower of Huntington Beach, California 
shared with Lorraine Violette Benhagla 
(#885) of Los Angales, California the 
honors of having travelled the furthest 
to attend the reunion, however. 


Several members had provided items to 
be givan away in drawings that were 
held. Handmade afghans and sweaters 
were donated by Theresa Violette Poulin 
(#105) end other prizes included dishes 
and basket. The prize winners were: 


Simone Dubay, Van Buran, ME 

Lucille Violette (#840), Madawaska, 
ME 

Ailene Mulleavey (#1358), 
Manchester, NH 

Gabrielle Violette, Auburn, ME 

Roger Violette, Hampden, CT 

Patricia Violette, Senedicta, ME 

Lorraine Benhagle (#695), Los 
Angeles, CA 

Louis Embro, (missed his residence) 

Blanche Violette (#1120), 
Southington, CT 

Lucilla Thibodeau, St Leonard, NB 

Judith Violette, Hampden, CT 

Elaine Lacerda, St Albans, ME 


‘An enjoyable dance program was 
presented by Laura and Tricia Langdeau 
of Wolcott, Connecticut. Thesa young 
ladies were present with their parents 
Sheron (#1089) and Bob (#1100). 


The Acadian Village in Van Buren was 
visited by many while at the reunion. 
The Village has several well restored and 
maintained buildings housing exhibits of 
historical interest. Donations of items 
used in homes and businesses are on 
display along with an exhibit of old 
telephones and displays related to the 
churches and school of the area. 
Interpretive material helped explain the 
items to visitors. 


Jocelyn Violette Dufresne of St Leonard, 
New Brunswick, offered open-house 
guided tours of her parents’ residence, 
where she still ives. Her father was Or 
Lorne Violette, and the home was also 
used for his medical practice. His office 
still has items in it from his days as a 
local physicisn, and the home itsalf is still 
decorated with period wallpapers and 
furnishings. 


Many homesteads were visited along 
With other locations important to our 
ancestors such as churches and 
cemeteries. This area is so rich in our 
history that reunions held in the St 
John's valley have many special benefits 
not available elsewhere; so many can 
visit "home" beceuse the family 
originated here. 


If you have photos of the Reunion 90 you 
would like to share with the Association, 
ploase send them to the Secrotary. Tho 
photos will be shown at the next 
Reunion. Interesting photos may also be 
included in future newsletters. 
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REUNION 93 TO BE IN LEWISTON, MAINE 


At our 1990 Reunion in Grand Falls we 
decided to hold the next Reunion in 
1293 in Lewiston ME. Dave Violette 
offered to head up the effort of putting 
on the rounion, eupported by several 
“cousins” from Lewiston who attended 
the 90 Reunion, They have already 
started investigations of facilities 
needed and available to hold a group of 
our size. You will hear more about this 
es plans develop. [Editor's note: Right 
after Christmas Dave and Elaine are 
moving back to Wyoming so Elaine can 
resume running their business thare 
Dave will continua to spearhead the 
Reunion $3 committeo, especially 
handling all registration and mailing 
tasks, but others still in Lewiston will 
carry out other on-site planning with Dr 
Anita Violets helping to organize 
locally. This will not affect any plans 
for the Reunion. 


Past Reunions have been held generally 
ona three year cycle. Hare's when 
‘and where we mat in the past: 


Methuen, Massachusetts 1978 
Augusta, Maine 1979 
Ven Buren, Meine 1981 
East Windsor, Connecticut 1984 
Portland, Maine 1987 
Grand Falls, New Brunswick 1990 


BAROKs 


Recent reunions have had 300-400 
persons attending, so housing such a 
group usually requires the facilities of 
fair- 1d community. The work of 
organizing and supporting the reunions 
is done by volunteers, and many hours 
go into each reunion to make it an 
enjoyable experience for each of us. 


Severel suggestions for activities and 
organization at reunions were heard at 
Reunion 90, and more would be 
welcome. Why not send slong your 
ideas, desires, complaints, or criticisms: 
(positive or negative) so future reunions 
cen be more enjoyable? The Member 
Data Form included with each 
newsletter provides a chance to “Let 
Us Know’, or you may write or call the 
Secretary directly. Specific topics to 
consider might include: activities and 
cating for children, new features or 
activities you would like to see, 
features from previous reunions you 
want continued or dropped, end ideas 
for programs at the banquet. 


JUST HOW IS OUR NAME 
SPELLED? 


A curiosity sbout Frangois. During his 
lifetime he maintained the nama 
VIOLET while every one of his childron 
were baptized VIOLETTE. This is 
unusual in view of the fact his name 
would have been changed by the clergy 
somewhere slong the way. The 
chenge of name is rather important in 
its origin. In France, the name Violet 
which has evolved into Viollet stands 
for the color. Mr Fernand Videau, 
Mayor Emeritus of Fontenille who 
completed a great research in the 
Violet/Viollet names in Fontenille and 
provided a complete list of names and 
dates of birth stated that the name 
Violat came from an ancient people 
who wore Violet clothing. Probably 
due to the production of wine as it 
required stomping on the grapes in the 
early days. In America, the name 
Violette stands for the flower. So, we 
have both. Let's keep them! 


{Quoted from "Violette Associatio 
The Violette Family - A History” by 
Moutice Violette, 1990.) 


LATEST TRIP TO FRANCE 


Maurice Violotte of Augusts, Maine, 
reports that he recently returned from 
France, where he visited the places of 
importance to our family. He has many 
friends there and in Peris, and keeps 
those contecte through his trips and 
regular correspondance, 


He said we probably should not plan 
another trip to France in the near future 
because prices are extremely high for 
travel, lodging, and meals as well as for 
souvenirs and other items. Airline fares 
are double what they have been in the 
past, as those who have travelled by 
sit recently know. Prices for hotels and 
meals are 1.5 to 2.5 times thoir 
previous cost, depending on the 
location. In Paris they are at the high 
end of the range, whereas in tha 
smaller locales they are lower. 
Gasoline, for exampls, is $6.50 por 
gellon! (And we thought $1.65 was 
high!) Maurice says we probably 
should wait until the dollar and the 
franc are more in balance before 
planning any future trips. 


A POEM OF THANKS 


At the banquet at Reunion $0, President 
Carolyn Corbin addressad the group, "I'm 
not 8 very good speech writer so instaad 
I wrote a mekeshift poem while driving 
from Bangor to Houlton.” Here's her 
work. 


"Whenever all the Violettes meet 
For sure it is an awesome treat 


These families came with all their might 
To this Grand Falls, New Brunswick 


Thank you all our Canadian cousins 
For meking this one of the great reunions 


The committee formed by Roger and Bob - 
(The wives of course we shall not rob) 
Have done such a spectacular deed 

We do thank you ell indeed. 


‘The last three years have gone so fast 
My presidency is complete at last. 


My gratitude | give you all 
In everything both great and small, 


We certainly are no shrinking violet 
This has boon true right {rom the onset. 


All this would never be 
If not for Francois V and Rita Lippé. 


Theresa, John, and Irene, too 

| will give the biggest Thank You. 
[needed them these lest three years 
To help eradicate my fears. 


Without Irena, | tell you all 

The newsletter would be quite small 
To make it work we nead your support 
So keep the letters coming, be e good 
sport! 


| wish you all » heppy stay 

For we shall meet again one day. 
This family shall not go astray 

To keep it going - Oh, God we pray!” 


(We thank you, too, Carolyn!) 
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VIOLETTE FAMILY ASSOCIATION ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 


their sixth reunion, the Violatte 

amily Association elected officers to 
serve during the three-year period until 
the next reunion in 1993. 


The new President is Alderic ©. “Dick” 
Violette of Warner NH (#100). Dick 
has been @ member since shortly after 
the formation of the Association, and 
has attended every reunion. He is the 
tetired president and general manager 
of the Merrimack Telephone Company 
in Contoocook, NH, and has an active 
interest in the history of the telephone 
industry. In 1984, Dick donated an 
historic telephone exhibit to the 
Acadian Village in Van Buren, ME, 
consisting of early telophone equipment 
and an interpretive display. He is also 
2. member of the Civilien Conservation 
Corps Historical Society, having served 
at CCC camps in Greenville, ME and 
Warner, NH, end is on tho board of 
diroctors of the Warner (NH) Historical 
Society. He was born in Hartland, New 
Brunswick and lived in Van Buren, 
Maine during his early life. Dick 
married Alice Bortlett of Warner NH in 
1938; they have four children. 


Tha new Vice President is Richard A. 
Violette of Hampton NH (#7). Dick 
was born in Lawrence MA and 
attended schools there. He graduated 

am Northeastern University with a 
«agree In civil engineering, and has 
worked mostly around construction 
projects, Ho has been employed for 
the last 13 years at an architecturel- 
engineering firm in Cambridge MA, 
where he is Director of Construction. 
He is married to Beatrice McKenzie, 
and they have four children. 


John Violette (#716) of Saco ME was 
te-clacted to the post of treesurer. 
John was born in Maine's Aroostook 
County and was raised in Old Orchard 
Beach. After a stint in the Army, ho 
taught high echool English in Ohio. He 
also taught school in Nigeria on the 
African continent and in France. 
Raturning to the US in 1975, he now 
works for the US Postal Service. He 
enjoys walking ond reading and loves 
to travel. Last year he visited Alaska, 
this year he spent two weeks in 
England visiting relatives. Ha has also 
climbed Mt Kilimanjaro. He has been 
‘sctive in environmental causes in 
Maine, 


David A. Violette (#621), currently in 
the process of moving from Lewiston, 


Maine back to Green River, Wyoming, 
was olected Seoratary. Dave is a civil 
and structure! engineer currently 
employed by Carroll E. Taylor & 
Associates in Auburn ME; he will be 
employed by JFCo in Rock Springs WY 
starting in Januery 1991, He was born 
ond raised in New Hampshire, but has 
lived in severel places each in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Washington State, Colorado, and 
Wyoming before moving to Maine in 
1987. In 1989-80, Dave reworked the 
Association's membership and mailing 
lists into a single computerized list to 
aid in its use and maintenance, He 
works oxtensively with computers at 
home, where he writes programs for 
various engineering and business use, 
and on his job, where they are tools to 
help him do his engingering analysis, 
and dosign. He and his wife also enjoy 
gold prospecting end have a 2%-inch 
dredge to help them in their work. They 
have panned in South Dakota, 
Wyoming, and Mains, He is married to 
Elaine Schanne Ogden, from Green 
River WY. 


Rita Lippé remains on the Board of 
Directors duo to hor unique position os 
founder of the Assocation. 


The Association was formed in 1978 
and membership is open to 
doscondents of Frangois Violette and 
family members. Frangois, born 16 
October 1744 in Saintes, France, was 
given a grant of land in 1787 in the St 
John's River valley in northern Maine 
(USA) and western New Brunswick 
(Cenade), and was the progenitor of 
one branch of the Violette family in 
north Americ 
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Contacting the officers: The 
Association's official address is: 


Violette Family Association 
PO Box 250 

Green River WY 82935 
307 +875-3873 


The officers addresses and phones are: 
President: 


Aldetic 0. Violette 
Main Street - Box 808 
Warner NH 03278 
603 + 456-2239 


Vice President: 


Richard A, Violette 

185 Kings Highway 
Hampton NH 03842 
603 4926-5973 


Treasurer: 


John Violette 

110 Main Stroot #403 
Seco ME 04072 

207 + 282-9587 


Secretary: 


David A. Violette 

1 Rahonce Court 

PO Box 250 

Green River WY 82935 
307 +875-3873 


Director: 


Rite Lipps 

32 Louise Avenue 
Methuen MA 01844 
508 + 688-3268 


Nous vous souhaitons un joyeux Nos! 
‘et.une bonne et heureuse Année! 


We wish you a Merry Christmas and a 


Happy New Year! 
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MEMBERSHIP LIST UPDATE 1990 MEMBER LIST SERVICES AVAILABLE 


ome statistics 


This issue of the Association 
newelattor contains a list of ell active 
members as wail as a list of deceased 
members and a list of those whose 
current address wa don't have. Wo 
have reached member number 1603 in 
our Association; 81 are now deceased, 
we have lost track of 141 dua to 
address changes, and 24 have bean 
removed from the list by request or due 
to divorce or othor circumstances, This 
gives us 1357 active members. We 
have added 57 members since just 
bofors Reunion 90. A mailing sot 

ces after spouses are 
combined into one address label. 


Can you help? 


This is the most up-to-date list now 
available, but it probably still has some 
errors init. Please help by letting the 
Secretary know of necessary changes, 
and thank you for your patianco while 
this process goos on. What is now a 
single list is the result of combining 
what wers previously two lists and 
some card files. There was a 
membership list kept in numoricol order 
and a mailing list organized roughly 
alphabetically by name, and card files 

“rted by name and by address. The 

siling list was used as e starting point 
decause it was the most current, but, 
missing members on the list ware then 
filled in from the membership list. This 
was necessary because tha mailing list 
of course did not include those who aro 
deceased or whose currant address is 
not known, The card files were then 
used to check the status of some 
members in question. Some enttios in 
the original lists were handwritten, as 
were new member data sheets, and tha 
writing may not have been read 
correctly. Undoubtedly not all 
typographical errors have been found, 
either, but once corrections are made 
to the list it should be clean from now 
on and easier to maintain since using 
the computerized system tho entire 
mambership can be maintained on one 
list, The way tha system is set uy 
even though all present and previous 
members are included, labels can bo 
created only for these who should 
receive the mail. 


Each succeeding issue of the 
hawsletter will include a list of new 
mombors and address changes. If you 
would like a copy of the full list at any 
time, just ask and we would be happy 


to sond it to you. Let us know if you 
Want the list sorted by name, member 
umber, of zip code. Special lists can 
be creatod at no cost -let the Secretary 
know what you need. 


Addresses missing 


We have lost contast with several 
members who have moved end have 
not given us @ forwarding address. If 
You can giva us a current address for 
any on that list we will restart sending 
the newsletter to them. Look for the 
special list of these members; the 
address shown is the last known 
eddross we have on file. 


Member data form 


A data form will be included 
newsletter to help us complete 
information on fils about members. 
Please use this form to provide changes 
to current information or to provide 
information net on file. See the article 
in this newsletter about the personal 
date form for each member. 


each 


Send these forms to: 
David A. Violette, Secretary 
Violette Family Association 
PO Box 250 
Green River WY 82935 


NEWSLETTER COVERAGE IN 
FRENCH LANGUAGE 


Through the services of Dr Anita 
Violette of Lewiston, Maine, portions of 
each newsletter will be aveilable in 
both English and French, starting with 
the next edition. Anita will do the 
translation into French so that those 
who are mors comfortable in that 
language can enjoy the news es wall, 


We hope that by preparing the 
Association news in two languages 
more members will be served. We also 
hope that families who ate primarily 


English-speaking will use the French 
language articles to help their children 
be more comfortable with that 
language, and the same for those 


speaking. Plans for spociel children's 
features in the newsletter will make bi- 
lingualism more valuable in this way, 


Please lat us know how you foel about 
this feature - if you would like it 
expanded, stopped, or changed in 
some way. The mambar data form 
included with each newsletter gives 
you a chance to "Let Us Know” 


With our membership list now 
computerized, soverel services ere 

ble for your use in addition to the 
help for the Association in preparing 
mailings. Available services ara based 
around the ease with which the list can 
be searched for members with certain 
features (such as all those who live 
within @ given ZIP code area) and the 
ease with which the list can be sorted 
(such as alphabetical by name, sorted 
by ZIP codo, sorted by member 
number, etc). We can also add special 
codes to further identity members, 
such as those belonging to a specific 
family group, ¢0 that minilists can be 
prepared and updated consisting of 
only those who share that trait. 


Lists can be printed using any selection 
criteria desired, as con mailing labo! 
sats, The special printing capebilities 
will be used at the 1993 reunion, for 
example, to print name tags and other 
ragistration material. 


The membership list will not be made 
eveileble to any party outside the 
Association without the authorization 
of the Executive Board. 


If you have ideas for special 
identification needs, let the Secretary 
know about them. He is also the 
person to contact for special lict 
printing. The Member Dato Form 
included with each newsletter provides 
8 way to request special member list 
services. 


_-EWS OF MEMBERS 


Please send news of members 
to: Violette Family Association, 
PO Box 250, Green River WY 
82935, or call at 307 +875- 
3873. We welcome all news 
not just notices of Passages in 
life. You may uso the Member 
Data Form included with each 
newsletter to "Let Us Know”. 


DEATHS 


Josoph Y, Michoud (#438) of 
East Hartiord, Connecticut died 
in Aug 1980. 


Albert D. Violette (#182) of 
Manchester, Connecticut died 
in Deo 1989, 


Maryann Roy Violette (#183) of 
Manchester, Connecticut died 
24 Oct 1990. 


Rita Chamberlain Gilbert (#422) 
of Winslow, Meine, died 
August 3, 1990, 


Leo Foley (#316) of 

Manchester, New Hampshiro 

and Bradenton, Florida died in 
wy 1990, 


Jean Violette (#312) of 
Montreal, Quebec died June 
1989, 


Mamie Violette Bloxson 
(#1188) of Tarnpe, Florida died 
on 22 June 89, 


Sister Rosalie Violette (#921) 
{also known as Sister Miriam) 
of Bay View Convent in Bay 
View, Maine died in Jan 90. 


Angeline Violette Leavitt 
(#1404) of Portland, Maine 
died 20 Mar 90. 


Gilbort Violette (#383) of 
Biddeford, Maine died in May 
90, 


Esther M. Birt Violette (#421) 
of Augusta, Maine died 28 Mar 
90 


Yvonne Martin Violette (#481) 
of Wothersfield, Connecticut 
died 30 Mar 90. 


Rose A. Violette (#1273) of 


West Hartford, Connecticut 
“4 11 June 90, 


Robert H. Cote (#791) of 
Manchester, Connecticut died 
8 Dec 1989, 


Ludger Violette (#109) of 
Cesselbury, Florida died in April 
1890. 


Ludivine Morasse Violette 
(#178) of New Windsor, New 
York died October 1980. 


BIRTHS 


Roland and Sylvia Violette 
Fisher (#462 and #461) of Jey, 
Maine are thrilled to finally be 
gtendparents; they have been 
waiting 35 years for this big 
event. Their son Douglas 
(#1123) and his wife Shorry of 
East Livermore, Maine had a 
boy (9 Ib) and named him 
Corlin Benjamin, after his great- 
Qreat-great grandfather Fisher. 


Roland and Sandra Lafontaine 
(#858 and #659) of 
Indianapolis, Indians became 
grandparents when son Shawn 
and his wife Barbara Jo 
McDermott welcomed a son 
Zechari Alain into the world on 
10 Apr 89. 


Brian Christopher Potit wes 
born 18 Dec 89 to Mr and Mrs 
Timothy Petit (#657 and 
#1057), of Providence, Rhode 
Island. Grandparents a 
Joseph and Claire Violette 
Lacerda (#652 and #651) of St 
Albans, Maine. 


MARRIAGES, 


Suzanne M. Violette (#1366) of 
West Hartford, Connecticut 
married Charles J. Hilborn, Jr 
(new member #1602) on 22 
Jun 90, 


Paul E. Violetta (#623) of 
Werner, New Hampshire 
martied Lisa Fairneny (new 
member, #1603), also of 
Warner, on 10 Aug 90. 


New members Brian and Donna 
Violétte (#1544 and #1545) 
were married 12 Aug 89. Bran 
is the son of Raymond and 
Aurore Violette of Rockville, 
Connecticut. This information 
was received by Irene Violette 
Potit and the letter was written 
with VIOLET ink...geod going! 


Violette Family Association Newsletter 
December 1990 Page 5 


TELL US ABOUT YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY 


We want this newsletter to continue 
the tradition of keeping us in touch 
with the Family, and we hope to 
expand upon this as the newsletter 
grows. But we need your help, since 
the news must coma from you. When 
‘a member of your family is born, 
married, dies, performs some service, 
achieves some honor, or doos 
something noteworthy, send the news 
slong to the Secretary for inclusion ine 
future nawstetter. This will help keep 
us all in touch between meetings and 
holp maintain the family atmosphere of 
our Association, Sharing news of what 
family members have accomplished can 
also can help foster a sense of pride 
and belonging in younger members, 
and this will help keep the Association 
strong in the future, 


Send a note, 8 clipping, an 
announcemant, or whetaver describing 
what took place. You can also use the 
Member Data Form included with each 
newsletter to let us know the news. 
Obviously, since we publish on an 
irregular basis (as news is available or 
When we have important information to 
distribute) news of future evants must 
be sent well in advance, so plan 
accordingly. We'll do our best to keep 
you informed, but your sharing is 
noeded, 
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OCAL CHAPTERS CAN BE FORMED 


While at Reunion $0, Blanche Wenzel 
Violette (#1120) suggested that 
Association members get togathar in 
local mini-teunions. These members 
might be drawn from one or more 
family groups, from a local 
geographicel area such ase state or 
fogion, or on some similar basis. A 
meeting of such a local group held 
before a triennial Association Reunion 
might develop plonning and support to 
Propose the sits of a future reunion, for 
example, and those attending the 
Association Raunion would be assured 
of local support before "sticking their 
neck out”. 


‘The Association officers discussed this 
at 8 recent executive board meeting 
and decided to eupport and encourogo 
this idea, Support would come in the 
form of mailing list services and 
newsletter publicity as well as idea- 
sharing. The first reunion was held in 
Methuen without eny idea whet might 
develop from it and the Association has 
grown from that beginning. In the 
same way, ideas coming from those 
attending reunions of smaller groups or 
‘other events can form the basis for 
further outreach for the Violette family 

‘nd its members. Through the 

sociation newsletter, members can 
be made aware of upcoming reunions 
or events ond the experiences of those 
orgonizing end attending can be shared. 
This sharing will help others planning 
their own events, and the news will be 
enjoyed by all. 


Local units of the Association would 
also be an excellent way to reach out 
and contact Violettes in sny community 
that are not aware of the Association 
‘and who might enjoy sharing with 
others with their family background and 
history. This would also provide 8 way 
for members outside New England to 
more easily moot with other Violette 
Family Association members; since 
most members live in New England, it 
is inevitable that reunions will continue 
to be held in the New England states or 
eastern Canada. 


If you have Ideas or questions about 
this concept, contact the Secretary or 
‘one of the ather officers listed 
olsowhere in this newsletter. The 
officers will stay in touch with what is 
happening at the local level through 
personal contact, and future issues of 
the newslettor will provide ideas and 
support for people wanting to plan local 
events. 


ACADIAN CENTER APPROVED 


An article in the Portland "Maine 
Sunday Telegram” for 29 October 
1990 reported that legislation had 
passed the US Senate that would 
establish a Maine Acadian Cultural 
Center, and would alco establish a 
seven-member Maine Acadian Culture 
Preservation Commission, This 
measure was an expansion of a bill 
Proposed to establish a similar cultural 
center for Acadians in Louisiana, A 
copy of 6 guest column from the St 
John Volley Times written by US 
Senator George Mitchell is also 
enclosed with this newsletter. 


Maine Speaker of the House John L. 
Martin, who is of Acadian stock 
himself, learned of the proposal while 
reading the Congressional Record, and 
contacted Rep Olympia Snowe and 
Sonate Majority Leader George 
Mitchell, and this resulted in a bill for 8 
Mine Acadian center, the article 
reported. 


There will be 6 year's study of Acadian 
culture in Maing, after which the US 
Park Service is authorized to acquire up 
to 20 acres for the cultural centor cite. 
Sites in Van Buren, Madawaska, Fort 
Kent, and several other St John River 
valley communities have been 
mentioned. 


The article also reported that the 
University of Maine at Fort Kent 
recently opened archives for Acadian 
material, 


This news is exciting to members of 
our Association, and your Secretary 
{and others, most probably) will stay in 
touch with developments to sae how 
best we can sorve to further this 
Contor and support it. We'll keep you 
posted, 


DONATE “GENEALOG 


TO 
YOUR LIBRARY 


In his initial address to the Association 
following his election as President of 
‘our Association, A. 0. “Dick” Violette 
of Warner, NH, suggasted that each of 
us check with our local libraries for a 
copy of "Violette Genealogy’, by Rite 
Lipps. And if the library doesn't 
olreedy have a copy, why not donate 
one? Or at least recommend it to the 
library acquisitions 
available from: 


ita Lipps, 32 Louise 
Avenue, Methuen MA 01844, Another 
publication to donate is "The Violette 
Family - A History” by Maurice Violette 
of Augusta ME. This booklet is 
described elsowhore in this newsletter, 


and is available from the Violette 
Family Association, 


Genealogical research is very popular, 
and those engaged in it are on a 
constont search for references about 
families. The work done by Rita is 
substantial, and is bound to ba of great 
value to anyone who must look to our 
family tree. It traces the family tree 
from Frangois (born in 1744) through 
all generations to the present, giving 
names and birth, marriage, and death 
datas and places for most family 
members. Maurice's work sheds some 
light on the life and times of Frangois 
Violette, his father, Charles, and his 
mother, Marie. 


A NEW BOOK FOR OUR FAMILY 


Maurice Violette of Auguate, Maine has 
recently published a new booklet 
entitled "Violette Association”; 
subtitled “The Violette Family - A 
History” (Letter Systems, Inc, 
Hallowell, ME, 1990). He hes 
graciously given the Association boxes 
of the booklat for distribution, and they 
were available at the Reunion in Grand 
Falls. The book has 27 pages and 
gives some follow-through research 
Maurice has done on the Violette family 
and on Francois. Maurice travelled to 
Louisbourg to study records there and 
has many new facts to share with us. 
We will be quoting from his book in this 
newsletter from time to time. 


Maurice had sufficient copies printed so 
each Association member could have 
one, and he made them available for a 
nominal donation at Reunion 90. 
Additional copies of the book ere 
available from the Association for 
$1.50 to cover the cost of mailing and 
handling. Write to Violotte Ferily 
Association, PO Box 250, Green River 
WY 82935 asking for the number of 
copies desirad. Copies are also 
available directly from Mautice Violette 
at PO Box 934, Auguste ME 04330. 


